
 
 

 

 

 

 

21 June 2021 
 
Dear Gunmakers,  
 
As we emerge from the Covid-19 pandemic and see the end of the restrictions that have been 
imposed on us, it at last seems that we can start to tentatively anticipate a gradual return to 
normality, and once again enjoy our sport and all the things that make our lives more 
enjoyable.   I strongly believe that this is a time to pause, reflect and consider how best we 
might all support those businesses who have been badly affected over the last couple of years.    
 
It has been a brutal time for many, and the effects will be long lasting, in some cases 
permanent.   Not least among them are our valued gunmakers and gunsmiths.    It is quite 
possible that the trade will see the same sort of pressures that did so much damage in the 
twenties and thirties of the last century. Pressures which led to a significant loss of both 
companies and craft skills.    
 
The Trustees of our own Charity have taken the opportunity to review the work we do to 
support the continuation of the British gun making traditions.    As you can see demonstrated 
as you read the first bulletin from the Trust, we are already supporting some wonderful young 
people to develop their skills and art in gunmaking. The Trust has decided that the time is 
right to expand their efforts through greater collective actions. A decision as your Master I 
fully endorse, and by way of demonstrating my support, the Master’s charity in my year of 
office will be the Gunmakers’ Company Charitable Trust. 
 
Clearly, to expand the Trusts objectives and to provide more support for the craft of 
gunmaking and gunsmithing requires money.   Over the years Trust has been the recipient of 
a small number very generous donations from both individuals and parts of the Trade, 
sometimes, albeit rarely in the tens of thousands of pounds.   However, we are not a rich 
Company, although we are a proud to be a working livery company, we lack significant 
reserves:  valuable and welcome as those gifts are, the success of our long-term effort lies in 
your hands as Liverymen of this Company, regular and modest support from each Liveryman 
will make a significant difference in achieving the objectives of the Trust.  
 
Each apprentice supported by the Trust costs £20,000 which is paid over a four-years whilst 
they received training. To achieve our planned level of activity of supporting 10 apprentices 
per year, we need to raise £50,000 every year. This requires regular and sustained support 
from you. 
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The City Livery companies have a long and noble tradition of charitable giving by their 
members. A recent survey has shown that the average annual donation is £115 and 
significantly in about one third of companies the amount is over £150 per person.  This is 
probably less than the game shooters among us spend on tips over a few days sport each 
season.  
 
If it were possible that all of us supported our charity at the very modest level, we would 
almost meet our entire funding requirement – so it would only take a few of us to be slightly 
more generous to place us on a firm footing for the future, and hopefully expand our 
apprentice bursary numbers. 
 
I know that there are many calls on your undoubted generosity.  I and the Court feel strongly 
that Charity begins at home, and through our own charity we all can make a real difference 
to the long-term future of the British gun trade, more critically help conserve the craft skills 
for future generations.    
 
I urge you, moreover, I implore you to join our regular donors in supporting this unique part 
of Britain’s shooting heritage,  and our Company’s historic association with the craft trade. 
 
 

 


