

    
    

    
        
    


    
    

        
        
            
    




    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        
    The Proof House: 48-50 Commercial Road, London E1 1LP

                    

                


                
                
                    
                        
    Worshipful Company of Gunmakers
                    

                


                
                
                    
                        
    Telephone: +44 (0) 20 7481 2695

                    

                


                        

    



    
        
            
                
                    
                        
    The Worshipful Company of Gunmakers was incorporated by Royal Charter in 1637 to promote and regulate gunmaking, a role it still fulfils today.
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    Governed by the Master, Wardens and Court of Assistants. Activities encompass four broad areas of operation: Regulatory, Charitable, Social and Civic.
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                        The Inter-Livery Pancake Race Shrove Tuesday 2024
                    

                    by The Clerk
 15 February 2024
 0 


                    
                        The 20th Inter-Livery Pancake Race held on Shrove Tuesday.
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                        Nomination Dinner 2023
                    

                    by The Clerk
 12 November 2023
 0 


                    
                        Our Nomination Service was held, by kind permission of the Reverend Stephen Baxter, last November in St Stephen Walbrook.  Phoebe...
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                        Horners’ Trophy returns to the Proof House – Interlivery Clay Shoot, 18 May 2023
                    

                    by The Clerk
 31 May 2023
 0 


                    
                        The Gunmakers' Company fielded 5 teams this year at the Interlivery Clay Shoot, held for the first time in its...
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                        Gunmakers to the Tower, 22 March 2023
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 17 April 2023
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                        Locking up the Proof House at the end of a day's work is an important part of the routine. But...
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                        Gunmakers to watchmakers; Livery visit to the Bremont factory, 1 March 2023
                    

                    by The Clerk
 28 March 2023
 0 


                    
                        Gunmakers absorbed by the past and present of Bremont On 1 March, Gunmakers were warmly welcomed to "The Wing" in...
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                        The Inter Livery Pancake Race 2023
                    

                    by The Clerk
 6 March 2023
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                        Shrove Tuesday means one thing for the Livery, for the last 19 years at least, and that is the Poulters'...
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                        To Mansion House and a new Master, 2 November 2022
                    

                    by The Clerk
 7 December 2022
 0 


                    
                        The Company returned to Mansion House for the Nomination Dinner and of course the installation, in time honoured fashion, of...
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                        Queen Elizabeth II 1926 – 2022
                    

                    by The Clerk
 8 September 2022
 0 


                    
                        It was with deep sadness that we learnt, this afternoon, of the death of our beloved Sovereign Lady, Queen Elizabeth...
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                        Fly fishing treat for Gunmakers at Holbury Lakes, 16 July 2022
                    

                    by The Clerk
 27 July 2022
 0 


                    
                        Court Assistant Carl Langton and Freeman of the Company Julie Steadman took up the very kind offer, courtesy of Steward...
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                        The Lord Mayor visits the Proof House for a proof briefing, 7 July 2022
                    

                    by The Clerk
 14 July 2022
 0 


                    
                        The Master, Wardens and members of the Court were honoured to receive the Rt Hon the Lord Mayor, Alderman Vincent...
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                        Livery visit to the Purdey factory, 4 May 2022
                    

                    by The Clerk
 25 May 2022
 0 


                    
                        A small group of Gunmakers were privileged to visit and tour the Purday factory in Hammersmith on 4 May. Very...
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                        Riflemen’s Day at Bisley, 27 April 2022
                    

                    by The Clerk
 28 April 2022
 0 


                    
                        After a two year break due to Covid, the Company's traditional Riflemen's day at Bisley was back on. Five teams...
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                        Nomination Dinner 2021, and  a new Master
                    

                    by The Clerk
 23 November 2021
 0 


                    
                        In time honoured fashion, the Clerk declares to the assemble diners at the Nomination Dinner: " Under the Company's Charter,...
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                        Back from Mali – update on the Light Dragoons
                    

                    by The Clerk
 8 September 2021
 0 


                    
                        Gunmakers will remember the superb response to the call for Christmas boxes for members of the Company's affiliated Regiment, the...
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                        Smoke and smiles all round – the summer clays and family barbeque, 9 July 2021
                    

                    by The Clerk
 12 August 2021
 0 


                    
                        The West London Shooting School was the venue for the inaugural Summer Clays & Family Barbeque held on Friday 9...
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                        Success at the Inter Livery Charity Clay Shoot, 24 June 2021
                    

                    by The Clerk
 30 June 2021
 0 


                    
                        One arrangement that was unchanged this summer was the Inter Livery Charity Clay Shoot, 24 June, which went ahead at...
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                        Gunmakers shoot for the best image – photographic competition 2021
                    

                    by The Clerk
 9 June 2021
 0 


                    
                        Jonathan Young
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                        A profile of the Proof Master, David Miles
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 13 May 2021
 0 


                    
                        Image courtesy of John Rigby & Co
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                        His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh KG KT, 1921 – 2021
                    

                    by The Clerk
 11 April 2021
 0 


                    
                        It was with great sadness that the Gunmakers' Company learnt of the death of The Duke of Edinburgh at Windsor...
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                        Gunmakers in support of the NHS II
                    

                    by The Clerk
 1 March 2021
 0 


                    
                        Whether it be engineering innovation, packing and dispatching or food, Gunmakers have been doing different things to support the NHS...
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                        The Gunmaker’s Apprentice
                    

                    by The Clerk
 15 February 2021
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                        In annual week-long celebration of apprenticeships 8 -14 Februry, Apprenticeships and Skills Minister Gillian Keegan said: "National Apprenticeship Week is...
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                        St Giles Trust reports on the Gunmakers’ fundraiser
                    

                    by The Clerk
 11 January 2021
 0 


                    
                        Following the magnificent fundraising effort in 2019 by Past Master Diana Berry in support of the St Giles Trust and...
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                        Latest – London Proof House remains open
                    

                    by The Clerk
 9 November 2020
 0 


                    
                        Following the Government's latest C19 lockdown announcement, the London Proof House will remain open. To ensure the safety of staff...
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                        Gunmakers v Bowyers 25 September 2020
                    

                    by The Clerk
 29 September 2020
 0 


                    
                        Having been moved on from June due to the lockdown, the annual match finally took place between two of the...
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                        Blackpowder shoot, 24 September 2020
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 29 September 2020
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                        A small team of Gunmakers and black powder enthusiasts, some in almost full Victorian attire complete with tall top hats,...

                    

                

            
                
                    
                    [image: Inter Livery Shoots, 2019]

                

                
                    
                        Horners’ Trophy returned to the Gunmakers
                    

                    by The Clerk
 29 September 2020
 0 


                    
                        In a year of cancellations and postponments, the Inter Livery Charity Clay Shoot finally took place on 9 September at...
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                        Award of Gunmakers’ Certification 2020
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 21 September 2020
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                        Following their apprenticeships in gunmaking at James Purdey & Sons Ltd, Messrs Hulsters, Dinham Price, Morris and Ackerman were presented...
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                        Gunmakers and the Judgement of Paris
                    

                    by The Clerk
 14 July 2020
 0 


                    
                        Not Greek mythology, but rather as reference to the famous Paris Wine Tasting of 1976, in essence a competition between...
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                        Gunmakers that go down to the sea in Lifeboats
                    

                    by The Clerk
 7 July 2020
 0 


                    
                        There is a small band of ‘those that go down to the sea in ships’ who other sailors most respect...
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                        Covid-19,  Proof House opens again – update
                    

                    by The Clerk
 14 May 2020
 0 


                    
                        Following the announcement by the Government of some relaxtions, the Proof House will re-open on Monday 18 May. Deliveries will...

                    

                

            
            

                
                
                    
                        
                    

                    
                        
                            

                        

                    

                    
                        


                    

                

            

            

            
                


                
                
            

                
                
            
                                    

                                


                            

                            
    Location

Since 1675, the Worshipful Company of Gunmakers has been located at its present location, just outside Aldgate and the old walls of the City of London. For directions visit our Contact page.


Regulatory

The Company operates the Proof House, which has statutory powers to test and regulate the safety of firearms.

Charitable

Members of the Livery serve as trustees of the Gunmakers Company Charitable Trust, which provides assistance for training gunmakers and advancement of the art and technology of gunmaking and related trades.

Social

The Company organises formal dinners and other activities and events for its liverymen (which includes women).

Civic

The Livery participates in the governance of the City of London, including the election of the Sheriffs and the Lord Mayor.

Proof

No gun can be legally sold in the United Kingdom without having undergone proof.

Safety

The Proof House is called in to investigate accidents caused by firearms malfunction.

De-activation

The Proof House ensures and certifies that guns wanted for display purposes, rather than use, have been made permanently unusable in the manner required by law.
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